
 

 
 

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 
OCTOBER 26, 2011 

Commemoration of Heermann, Nicolai, 

and Gerhardt, hymnwriters 
 

Based on the Agende of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania , 1748, 

written by Henry Melchior Muhlenberg (1711-1787)  

and his companions 



RECEIVING COMMUNION 

“Believing in the real presence of Christ, this church practices eucharistic hospitality. All 

baptized persons are welcomed to Communion when they are visiting in the congregations of this 

church.” (from the ELCA’s sacramental practices statement) 

We'll be receiving the sacrament at stations today. Simply come forward by the center aisle (in 

two lines), receive the bread from the person in the center, then go to the side to receive the wine 

from a common cup or pouring chalice.  

As a sign of the unity the sacrament gives, we all share the same elements. If you are unable to 

receive wheat bread or wine, be sure that in a single element you receive the Presence and all the 

gifts of the sacrament.  

If you are not prepared to receive the elements today, but would like to come forward for a 

blessing, bring a copy of the bulletin with you -- that'll be the sign of your intention for the 

distributors. 

 

 

 

HENRY MELCHIOR MÜHLENBERG 

and the 1748 Liturgy of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 

Born 300 years ago this year, Mühlenberg studied (among other 

places) at the Francke Institutions in Halle, Germany, a hotbed for 

social service and missions.  In 1742 he answered the call of 

several Pennsylvania congregations to cross the Atlantic and 

serve as their pastor.  From the beginning, he did not limit his 

ministry to the area of Philadelphia, but ministered to Lutherans 

from Georgia to Nova Scotia, and connected them to one another.  

In 1748, together with several other Halle graduates, he 

established the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, the first lasting 

extra-congregational organization of Lutherans in the New World.  At that meeting, the pastors 

and the congregations they served adopted and promised to use a shared order of services, written 

by Mühlenberg and his companions.  Based on contemporary adaptations of Luther’s Deutsche 

Messe, this service was never published, but was copied by hand by every pastor ordained by the 

Ministerium for the rest of the century (we have one of these manuscripts in the Wentz Library 

archives).  We are using a translation of that service as the model for this afternoon’s Eucharist.   

Until his death, Mühlenberg was a faithful pastor and  preacher, a tireless organizer, and a key 

link between Europe and North America.  His children served with distinction in the church., 

military, and government of the new nation, including as the first Speaker of the House under the 

U.S. Constitution. 



HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 Pre-Service Music We All Believe in One True God G. Krapf 

     A Mighty Fortress G. Krapf 

 

* Gathering Song Come, Holy Ghost! Come, Lord our God! 

 

* - Those who are able may stand. 



-4- 

 

* Confession and Forgiveness 

P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Dearly beloved, hear the word of the high and holy One, who inhabits eternity, whose 

Name is holy: I dwell in the high and holy place with those who are contrite in heart, to 

revive the spirit of the humble and the heart of the contrite.  I will not always chide, nor 

will I keep my anger forever.  

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.  Let us, therefore, confess our sins. 

silence for meditation 

C I, a poor sinner, confess to God that I have grievously sinned in many ways, not only 

by outward and gross sins, but even more by inward blindness of heart, unbelief, 

doubt, despair, impatience, pride, selfishness, lust of the flesh, avarice, envy, hatred, 

and malilce, and by other sinful passions which are naked and open in your sight, O 

Lord, but which I, alas, cannot fully understand.  I do earnestly repent and am 

heartily sorry for these my sins.  I therefore, plead for your grace with my whole 

heart, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ.  By the leading of the Holy Spirit, I am 

resolved to amend my sinful ways. Amen. 

P Lord, the Father in heaven: 

C have mercy upon us. 

P Lord God the Son, Redeemer of the world: 

C have mercy upon us. 

P Lord God the Holy Spirit: 

C have mercy upon us, and grant us your peace.  Amen. 

 

*Canticle of Praise To Our Almighty Maker, God 
St. 1 – all; st. 2 – lectern side; st. 3 – pulpit side; st. 4 – all. 

 



-5- 

 

 
 

* Salutation and Prayer of the Day 

 

 First Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

 Anthem  I Was Wed At Sinai S. Folkemer 
I was wed at Sinai to my treasure  

and my pleasure was to hold them close to me;  

link love and labor until together we  

set the whole world free. 

Not alone from slavery I saved them,  

but I gave them life to live in liberty.   

They’d be my people – just, peaceful, holy, free  

– I their God would be. 

All my ways of justice they rejected  

and, dejected, saw I my beloved fall  

to be a nation, just like the nations all,  

fleeing from my call. 

Broken-hearted, yet I will not hurt them  

nor desert them, faithful to my faithless love.   

No thundering edict can raise their hearts above;  

I must woo my love. 

Not with bribes will I win them from error, 

nor with terror but, uplifted on a tree  

with arms wide open, I’ll draw their hearts to me  

for eternity. 

M. Oldenburg 
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 Second Reading Romans 3:19-28 

 

* Gradual Hymn God is Our Refuge in Distress 
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* Gospel  John 8:31-36 

 

* Creed   We All Believe in One True God ELW #411 

 

 Sermon 

 

* Prayer of the Church 

 

* Peace 

 

* Offering Hymn How Shall I Meet My Saviour? 
Today’s offering will be donated to Lutheran World Relief. Checks may be made payable to “LTSG.: 

 
 

 Exhortation to Communion 

 

 Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join in adoring song. 

C   Isaiah in a Vision Did of Old ELW #868 

P Eucharistic Prayer 

C Lord’s Prayer 

 

 Distribution 

O Lamb of God, our Saviour 
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How Bright Appears the Morning Star  
St. 1 – all; st. 2 – women; st. 3 – men; st. 4 – all. 
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O God, My Faithful God  ELW #806 

How Shall I Meet My Savior? (stanzas omitted from Offertory) 

 
 

* Post-Communion Blessing  

 

* Post-Communion Prayer 

A Oh, give thanks to the Lord, who is good; Hallelujah! 

C Whose mercy endures forever; Hallelujah! 

A We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power 

of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and 

in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

*Blessing and Dismissal 

 

 Postlude  A Mighty Fortress arr. S. Folkemer 
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PSALMODICA GERMANICA 
Throughout the 17

th
 and 18

th
 centuries there was a tremendous cross-

fertilization of devotional writings between England and Germany; Puritans 

and Pietists read and delighted in each other’s writings.  Surprisingly, little 

translation of hymnody happened (despite John Wesley’s best efforts) until 

the late 19
th
 century.  One exception was Psalmodica Germanica, a collection 

of chorales and other German hymns, translated by Johann Christian Jacobi 

and published in 1756.  A few copies of this work, which contained both texts 

and several tunes, made it to America and were used to span the barrier 

between German-speaking and English-speaking worshipers.  We’ll be using 

several of those translations and tunes the afternoon. 

 

 

HEERMANN, NICOLAI, AND GERHARDT 
 

 

Today we commemorate and benefit from three writers of hymn texts.  The 

Latin and German poetry of Johann Heermann (+1647) was renowned in 

his day, and many of his hymns are still sung, including “Ah, Holy Jesus,” 

and “O God, My Faithful God,” which we will sing today.   

 

 

 

 

Philipp Nicolai (+1608) wrote his hymns to comfort his parishioners (and 

himself) during the worst days of plague and famine.  He wrote both the 

King and Queen of chorales – “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying,” and “O 

Morning Star, How Fair and Bright,” which we will sing this afternoon.   

 

 

 

Paul Gerhardt (+1676) was the greatest Lutheran hymn-writer between 

Luther himself and Herman Stuempfle.  Written in the midst of the 30 Years 

War, they balance exemplary orthodoxy with heart-felt piety.  Among his 

many texts are “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded,” and “How Shall I Meet 

My Saviour” (“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”), which is serving as 

offertories and distribution hymns this afternoon. 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

Presiding Minister ........................................................................................................ Maria Erling 

Professor of Modern Church History and Global Missions  

Director of Teaching Parish (LTSG) 

 

Preacher .......................................................................................................................... Dirk Lange 

Associate Professor of Worship 

Luther Seminary 

 

Assisting Minister ............................................................................................... Annabelle Markey 

MDiv Candidate, Class of 2013 

 

Lectors ...................................................................................................................... Victoria Larson 

MDiv Candidate, Class of 2015 

Vice President of Student Association 

Chad Fair 

MDiv Candidate, Class of 2014 

President of the Middler Class 

 

Cantor .................................................................................................................. Stephen Folkemer 

Professor of Church History 

 

The Seminary Choir 

The Motet Choir 

Barbara Braband, accompanist 

John Pursell, trumpeter 

 

The Seminary Brass 

Richard Adams, Euphonium 

William Avery, Trombone 

Andrew Crouse, Trombone 

Christine Kirchner, French horn 

Peter Kuhn, Trombone 

David Sensenig, Trombone 

 

 


