CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING A SERMON

Definitions:   Two of a variety of definitions which homileticians can assign to these terms:

"Sermon"  - proclamation which is typical of denominational expectations of


         a sermon in its duration, connection with biblical texts and 


         relationship to the lives and contexts of the listeners.

"Homily"  - the same definition applies as to the sermon, but the homily is interpreted


        here as being shorter in length.  It is sometimes also additionally defined as 
        

        more thematically specific and often used for occasional preaching – 



        e.g. funerals, weddings.

_______________________________________________________________

 A (+ and -)


(Also a Pass)

     Student's proclamation demonstrates outstanding grasp of assignment; the good news of God in Jesus Christ is unmistakable; inclusive language used with accuracy, insight and superlative biblical basis.  Student demonstrates significant pastoral, missional, proclamatory, rhetorical and liturgical connections with listeners.    "This is one of the best sermons I have ever heard!"

B   (+ and -) 

(Also a Pass)

      Student's proclamation demonstrates ability to respond to assignment with significant grasp of materials.  The Gospel message is heard through the chosen biblical text.  Language use is inclusive, accurate and insightful.  Connections with the listeners are demonstrated in good proclamatory, rhetorical, missional, pastoral and liturgical fashion.    "A satisfying Sunday sermon."

C ( + and -)  

(Also a Pass)

     Student proclamation demonstrates only average ability to respond to assignment; the listener may wonder where God is in this sermon.  Biblical material shows only minimal connections with sermon.   Preacher uses language in a manner that is minimally inclusive, accurate and insightful and shows only average or below average grasp of proclamatory context of listeners.  "This sermon isn't anything I'd remember beyond the narthex door."

D (+ and -)      

(Also a Pass)

     Student proclamation contains only a few hints that the writer responded to the assignment.  Preacher's words may not be heard as a sermon.   The biblical basis of the sermon is missing or misunderstood. And any contextual connections are generally missing.  "This person might do better in another area of ministry."

F/Fail    Language and thinking demonstrate a clear 'miss' in doing the assignment.  "We won't go there…."

